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BRUSH AND PENCIL 

be commended for his taste and enterprise in issuing the volume in a 
form so unusual and artistic. The binding of the book, it should be 
noted, is in its simple elegance in keeping with the paper, lettering, 
and press-work. 

«3» In "Barbizon Days," by Charles Sprague Smith, the A. Wessels 
Company has issued a very charming and valuable book to every one 
interested in that remarkable coterie of painters whose work has made 
the little French town famous in art history. The book is partly 
reminiscence and partly history; and it has in it throughout that indi- 
vidual note which is so delightful to the reader. It comprises a 
chapter on the forest of Fontainebleau and chapters each on Millet, 
Corot, Rousseau, and Barye. 

To-day Barbizon is a name to conjure with, and any account of its 
topographical features and its history is choice reading to the art 
student. The four men selected by Mr. Smith are among the most 
noted names in the history of French art, and the biographical facts 
recorded in the book, the statement of individual peculiarities and the 
hopes, struggles, and ambitions of these men as set forth are of excep- 
tional value in imparting to the reader a knowledge and an apprecia- 
tion of their art. 

The work is not loaded with abstract considerations, or heavy 
criticism, or controversial discussions, but is conceived in the happy 
spirit of informing gossip. The story of Barbizon and of these four 
artists' lives and work is told with all the charm of a natural-born 
raconteur and with the literary grace and finish of an experienced 
writer. 
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